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this pro ject took one and a half de cades to complete and benefited tre-

mendously from the generosity of more  people than i can name  here. i first 

encountered yasukuni shrine as an object of scholarly inquiry in my first 

year of gradu ate work at yale University, during a seminar offered by James 

Crowley. Mimi yiengpruksawan subsequently encouraged me to pursue 

the topic for this book. i thank her for the guidance through these years. i 

spent some postdoctoral years overwhelmed by a topic as large as yasukuni 

shrine and contemplated other ways to pre sent my research on war and 

memory. a chance encounter with Mark selden, his interest in and series of 

questions about my work on yasukuni shrine, and a subsequent request 

that i write a short piece on the topic for the Japan Focus reinvigorated my 

attention  toward yasukuni shrine.

Jordan sand has offered a steady stream of precious advice and encour-

agement for over a de cade, and right up to the pre sent. Carol Gluck inspired 

me to keep writing and presented my prospectus to the weatherhead east 

asian institute for its book series. without the generosity of these two schol-

ars, this pro ject would not have taken the shape that it has and would have 

been the lesser for it. the theoretical foundation for this work was  shaped 

with the help of two architectural historians: Mark Jarzombek and sandy 

isenstadt. the manuscript has benefited from valuable comments by a 

number of scholars at conferences, workshops, and other academic op-

portunities; i thank the participants for their feedback in faculty writing 
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workshops at the University of Michigan and the University of Kentucky, 

the Midwest Japan seminar, and a work- in- progress meeting of the Com-

mittee for social theory at the University of Kentucky. special thanks go 

to  e. taylor atkins, takashi fujitani, alison Goebel, Helen Hardacre, 

laura Hein, andrew Herscher, Marro inoue, liang luo, Brian Masshardt, 

wallis Miller, Michael Molasky, John nelson, Jonathan reynolds, Jeffery 

richey, stephen wrinn, and takashi yoshida. the comments of three anon-

ymous readers for the weatherhead east asian institute and the University 

of Hawai‘i Press  were tremendously useful for improving the manuscript. 

My appreciation also goes to my colleagues in the Department of History 

at the University of Kentucky and especially to the current department 

chair, Karen Petrone, for her unfailing support of this pro ject in par tic u lar 

and my  career as a scholar in general.

in Japan i benefited tremendously from activities by the late nishiha 

Kiyoshi and members of the “no More war” mailing list, which he estab-

lished in 2000. i learned a great deal from conversations with a number 

of taikensha at lectures, meetings, and other events. Hasegawa Jun’ichi, 

tōkairin tsuguo, and Miwa yūji provided me with valuable resources and 

opportunities. iki Hiroshi, curatorial staff at the yūshūkan Museum, gave 

me helpful insights during a 2005 interview. in the shrine’s publicity office, 

Hayashi noritaka arranged my use of the beautiful prints in this book. at 

the distribution office of the documentary film Annyeong, Sayonara, tsuka-

moto Mitsunori contributed a copy of the DvD to my research.

i am indebted to Dan rivero at the weatherhead institute and to steph-

anie Chun and Patricia Crosby at the University of Hawai‘i Press for their 

guidance throughout the revision and publication pro cess of this book. 

lise McKean transformed the manuscript line by line. i also extend a spe-

cial thanks to Jason Karlin for hosting me at tokyo University during the 

final stages of the book production. the pro ject has benefited from gener-

ous grants from multiple institutions: Dissertation research Grant and 

Dissertation writing fellowship, yale University; Postdoctoral fellowship, 

Center for art of east asia, University of Chicago; Postdoctoral fellow-

ship, Michigan society of fellows; University of Michigan Center for Japa-

nese studies; office of vice President of research, University of Kentucky; 

and the Japan foundation.

this book is dedicated to the two most im por tant  people in my life: my 

 father, fumihiro takenaka, who has nurtured and stimulated my intellec-

tual curiosity throughout my life and followed with interest all the vicissi-

tudes of this journey; and Doug slaymaker for intellectual companionship, 
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for reading and editing endless drafts of the manuscript, and most of all for 

love and laughter and for being there for me the entire time.

all dates up to December 31, 1872, are in accordance with the lunar calen-

dar. Japa nese names appear  family name first, with the exception of those 

who have published primarily in en glish. all translations are mine  unless 

other wise noted.
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